-  THE BENCH  -

Remember Forrest Gump, sitting on a bench waiting for the bus, his gaze lost in the distance? On his lap he is holding a box of chocolates. During his wait, one after the other, several people join him on the bench, and to each Forrest explains how his mother used to say to him that life is like a box of chocolates as you never know what you’ll get… 

 …Which brings us to ‘the Bench’ project.

‘The Bench’ becomes a site of random, brief encounters, which translate into a dynamic flow of observations on life in general and  specific topics in particular:

The Bench is an actual bus stop bench strategically placed at events to invite conversations with visitors and passers-by. Events can be local, national or international; imagine a world conference on the state of the environment , for example, or a local annual music festival.  The salient aspect of the Bench is that those who participate have the possibility to sit down and relax for a moment in an informal setting, and exchange their impressions and thoughts on the occasion. 
How does it work?
Two people; one sitting on the bench holding a box of ‘chocolates’, the other inviting  passers-by to take a moment and join the ‘Forrest’ character  in his/her wait for the bus. ‘Forrest’ offers chocolates. These consist of images, colours, sounds and thoughts taken from the event and serve as cues for sharing ideas and impressions.
The Bench can be set up in different situations. Below, we have imagined it in Venice, during the International Film Festival:
The Bench in Venice
This particular event offers many and diverse cues for conversations – ‘chocolates’ to explore -starting from the location itself, through to thoughts on the Film industry: 
About Venice:

· The dying city
· Living in/from the past
· Rescue Initiatives 
· The magic of a city with no cars
· Life in Venice
· What the locals think
· The pigeons!
About the Film Industry:

· Money and monopolies
· Cinema as art
· Cultural homogenization 

· idolatry
· good actor/beautiful actress: gender issues
· Cinema as industry
· Escapism vs realism
· Mainstream vs independent/arty  productions
About the Festival
· The publicity
· the policy behind the award system
· meeting the protagonists
· the critics
· different film-making styles
About a Film:

· the dialogues
· images, sounds and colours
· the acting and the directing
· digital manipulation
These are but a few of the possible chocolates. As people share the bench, many more, often surprising ones, will be uncovered in the box with the endless bottom…
[THE BENCH is a project by Marangoni-LA Rosa; text by M. Marangoni]
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